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PHILADELPHIA BOARD OF TRADE. 
A special meeting of the Philadelphia Board of 
‘Trade was held on the 16th inst. at the Merchant’s 
Coffee House, to receive the Report of the Delegates 
to the Warren Convention, Thomas P. Cope, 
President of the Board, in the Chair. 
Ata meeting of the Board of Directors, held on the 
11th inst., it was unanimous! 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Board of Directors 


Esq., 


be presented to the Delegates to the Warren Conven- | 


tion, for the able and satisfactory manner in which they 
have discharged the duties committed to them, and that 


their Report be referred to a Committee to present the 


same at a special meeting of the Association, 
on the 16th inst. 


General Patterson, Chairman of that Committee, pre- 


to be held 


sented to the Chair the Report of the Delegates, which | 


was read, and is as follows: 

The Delegates appointed to represent the City and 
County of Philadelphia in the recent convention held 
at Warren, Ohio, respectfully submit herewith to the 
Board of Trade a statement of their proceedings. In 
the selection of materials for the present Report, much 
embarassment has been experienced from the number 
and variety of topics suggesting themselves for consid- 


eration, which it was yet impossible to present, even in | 


moderate detail, without swelling this communication 
beyond its proper limits. As many of these however, 
are believed to have an important bearing upon the in- 
terests of our City and State, they will form the sub- 
jects of distinct statements to be appended to this re- 
port, or, to be hereafter separately submitted. 


Agreeably to the expressed wishes of your Board, | 


that the Delegation should obtain whatever information 
might be found practicable in their journey through 
Pennsylvania, respecting the state of our public im- 
provements, and the degree of reliance which could be 
placed upon them as a medium of communication for the 
ensuing season, they proceeded to Pittsburgh by the 
northern route, which leads for a considerable portion 


of the distance immediately along the line of the Wes- | 


tern Canal. At Harrisburg they had an interview with 
the Governor and Canal Commissioners, who manifested 
a deep interest in the objects of the Convention, and 
readily furnished the desired information upon various 
points of enquiry, 

From the results of their observations in their tour to 
and from the west, the delegation are happy to state 
that they have been, on the whole, highly gratified with 
the present appearances of the public works; as it re- 
spects their good order and general character of stabili- 
ty, it is highly satisfactory in view of our present wants 
and interests to know that we are in the actual enjoy- 
ment of a line of Canal, connecting the Eastern and 
Western waters of our State, adequate for all the pur- 
poses contemplated in its formation, and to which time 
is daily adding increased permanency and strength. 
To the excellence of the Portage Rail Road across the 
Allegheny ridge, your delegation can especially bear 
unhesitating testimony; the work may be regarded as 
furnishing the most effectual communication between 
the two divisions of the Canal, which circumstances ad- 
mit, and in its execution is highly creditable to the En- 


gineers, under whose supervision it has been placed. In 
Vou. XIE. 1 
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| passing over this interesting and important section, and 
| in witnessing the triumphs which skill and perseverance 
| have gained over the obstacles of nature, by thus open- 
_ing safe and easy channels to commerce, through the 
| wildest defiles and most rugged fastnesses of our ma- 
| jestic mountains, the impression could not be resisted, 
‘that the present generation had not only opened for 
| themselves her sources of prosperity, but that they 
| would be bequeathed to our descendants, to be cited in 
| the future History of Pennsylvania, as monuments of 
| bold and energetic, as well as successful achievements. 
| At Pittsburgh, the delegates were joined by a highly 
| respectable deputation from that city and the county of 
| Allegheny, and descending, in company, the Ohio River 
| to Beaver, they reached Warren on the evening of the 
| 19th November. 

| Upon the morning of the ensuing day, the Conven- 
| tion, consisting of one hundred and’nine members, was 
| duly organised, and proceeded at once to the considera- 
| tion of the important objects of its assemblage, viz:— 
|to decide upon the most eligible mode of uniting the 
| public works of Pennsylvania with those of the State 
of Ohio, and to fix the most suitable point of junction. 
Three different methods for forming the proposed 
| connexion were presented. 

1st. A canal commencing at Akron on the Ohio Ca- 
'nal, and passing the summit at Ravenna, by the valley 
of the Mahoning, to meet the termination of the Penn- 
| sylvania improvements, at or near New Castle. 

" 2d. A Rail Road from Masillon on the Ohio Canal, to 
‘the mouth of little Beaver, or by a continuous line to 
| pittsburgh. 
3d. A Canal from Bolivar, on the Ohio Canal, by the 
‘route of Sandy Creek and Little Beaver, to unite with 
the Pennsylvania Canal Basin at the mouth of the Big 

Beaver. ; 
| The merits of these several plans were explained 
‘with much ability and zeal by their respective advo- 
‘cates, and valuable information furnished respecting the 
character and products of the different counties in the 
‘vicinity of the lines of junction under consideration. 
As is already known to your Board the task of selection 
from the various routes was finally devolved, by an una- 
nimous vote of the Convention, upon a Committee 
eonsisting of the delegates from Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh. ‘This mark of confidence, joined to the deep 
interests which the City of Philadelphia as well as the 
| State of Pennsylvania had at issue, upon a judicious 
‘choice of the place and mode of connexion, imposed 
upon the Committee the new and unexpected duty of 
making a personal examination of the specified lines, 
and they commenced the undertaking immediately after 
the adjournment of the Convention. This took place 
on the 15th ultimo, after a session of three days, marked 
' through its whole course by the manifestations of mutual 
|respect and courtesy, and kindness among the Dele- 
| gates. The importance attached by the citizens of Ohio 
| to the deliberations and action of this convention may 
be inferred from the numerous representation from the 
| various counties whose interests were supposed to be 
| more directly affected by the choice of a connecting 
| route, and especially from the high character of the 
gentlemen deputed as their Commussioners. on 
| Of the result of a faithful and impartial examinatien 
‘of the proposed modes of connexion, the Board have 
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been apprised by the published document, signed by | 2d. It isa matter beyond all dispute, that the pro- 
the Delegates from Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, acopy jected extension of our Canal communication to the 
of which, marked A. is herewith subjoined.* Itis only Ohio improvements, will secure to us the means of re- 
necessary to add, that in the choice of a Canal by the | taining the trade of the southern portion of the Valicy 





Mahoning route, there was a unanimous and undoubting 
concurrence, and they unhes:tatingly recommend this | 
line of junction to their fellow citizens, as that upon | 
which their attention and efforts should be concentrated | 
The soil and character of the ground through which it 
passes are eminently favorable, the supply of water 
abundant, and the cost of construction alike moderate, 
and of definite calculation. 

The advantages of the contemplated connexien with | 
the Ohio Canal maybe gathered from the following 
facts, which although presented, as your Delegation 
propose to state them, in the simplest language, cannot | 
fail to establish the importance of immediate and decisive 
action in relation to the important subjects which they 
involve. 

ist, The junction canal will open at once to Phila- 
delphia, the trade of the interior of Ohio, and of the 
Upper Lakes, from both of which it is now almost | 
wholly debarred for the want of the means of commu- | 


of the Mississippi, including the entire West, now sup- 
plied by means of the Ohio River; the loss of which 
must be expected to ensue, if prompt and vigorous 


_measures are not at once adopted to open channels of 


conveyance of goods at the seasons of a low stage of 
water in the Ohio, which offers at present our only 


/mode of conveyance from Pittsburgh. ‘This imperfect 


supply of water occurs usually at the season of our 
most active fall trade, and although itis freely admitted 


that the communication is not always suspended, even 
during this season, yet the distressing uncertainty re- 


lating to it will, on the principles of common prudence, 


forbid a dependence on such a mode of transportation, 
| when more certain channels are of easy access. 


It appears to your delegation a consideration of prime 


‘importance, that our fellow citizens should be awake to 
the fact that the proposed junction is not a measure 


providing simply for greater convenience of transpor- 
tation; nor one of mere enterprise, justifiable and 


nication. Any estimate of the importance of the Lake | praiseworthy, perhaps, other circumstances being fa- 


trade f.rmed upon present data would be delusive, in- | 


asmuch as the Territories bordering upon them are of 
comparatively recent se'tlem-nt, and they are just now 
rising into importance. It may be well to state, how- 


ever, that the interior of Illinois is already reached | 


through the waters of Erie, Huron and Michigan, and 
the contemplated chains of connexion with them by 
Canals and Rail Roads through that State, Indiana and 
Misseuri, demonstrate with unanswerable force the ne- 
cessity of a connecting line, uniting our improvem: nts 
with Lake Erie, at the most advantageous point. Upon 
such a junction being effected, by means of an union 
with the Ohio Canal, the City of Philadelphia will enjoy 
the advantages of a communication with the lakes by a 
route at least one hundred miles shorter than from New 
York to the same point, and by a safer and more cer- 
tain channel. To this valuable trade, there will also be 
a ready access at seasons of the year when the avenues 
of communication with our sister City are closed by the 
higher Northern latitude of her Canals. From infor- 
mation derived by your delegates in their late journey, 


it appears that the harbor of Cleveland opens upon an | 


average at least by the first of April, while that of Buf- 
falo remains closed five or six we: ks beyond this pe- 
riod. During this interval, there is an uninterrupted 
navigation of the South Westcrn portion of Lake Erie, 
and at a season when it is of the first importance to the 
agriculturisi that he shoul have an access to an Atlantic 
market for his produce, accumulated during the win'er, 
and of equal importance to the merchant, that he should 
obtain his Spring supplies of goods. ‘Ihe causes of the 
later obstructions of the harbor of Buffalo, and conse- 
guently of the New York Canal, maybe readily per- 
ceived from the fact that that port is situated nearly a 


degree and one half Northward of Cleveland and more | 


especially from the formation of the Lake, which in 
consequence of its narrowing towards the Niagara 
river, causes an accumulation of the ice at that point, 


which is brought by the wind and cu:rent of the Lake | 


from the upper waters of Superivr, Huron and Michi- 
gan. The same superiority of reative position will 


accrue tu our City in regard to a communication with | 


the interior of Ohio, with this important additional 


fact: The evils of a delay of access to an Atlantic mar- | 


ket are enhanced in proportion to the more Southern 
location of any section interested; inasmuch as in the 
case of allarticles of a perishable nature, as are some of 
the chi. f staples of Ohio, the necessity is imperative, 
either of a risk of a total loss of property, or of an 
abandonment of some of the most profitable articles of 
production and export. 








* See Reg. vol. xii. page 365. 


vorable, for the enlargement of the sphere of our mer- 


cantile operations; but as a meuasure of necessity, of 
| strict self defence, and indispensable to the retaining of 


the portion of the Western trade we now possess. 
Whatever this trade is worth to the City of Philadel- 


| phia—whatever employments it gives to the industry of 


its mechanics, its artizuns, and its merchants, it should 


| enter into the estimate of the importance of an effort 


| to retain it. 
The disadvantages under which Philadelphia at pre- 
sen labors, for want of a certain communication with 
(the West, would indeed be as gloomy as they are pro- 
|minent, did we not possess the sure means of providing 
‘a remedy, which will not only supply our present de- 
| ficiencies, but lead to the attainment of new and addi- 
| tional advantages, 

From Philadelphia to Akron, the proposed point of 
junction with the Ohio Canal, the distance is less by 
/about two hundred miles than from New York. ‘The 
transportation of merchandise, unattended with the 
risk and delays incident to the Lake navigation; and fi- 
nally, at a cost of conveyance less than by any other 
|channel. Nor should it be regarded as a matter of in- 

considerable importance that the proposed Canal in- 
sures a medium of communication between the East 
and the West available, alike in peace or war, and free 
from the exposure of passing the territories of a for- 
‘eign power, possessing the whole Northern shore of 
| Lake Erie. 

It is proper to state the unanimous conviction of the 
Delegation, that any plan of communication will but 
\imperfectly secure the anticipated advantages, which 
does not contemplate an unbroken communication from 
the western base of the Allegheny to the Ohio canal; and 
by that means avoiding the expense and dclay of tran- 
shipments. This will involve the necessity of an ex- 
| tension of the Canal from Allegheny town to meet the 
'excellent Beaver Canal already completed at Brighton, 
a distance of about twenty-eight miles, and which may 
be passed on a single level. 

The promised advantages to be afforded by this Ca- 
nal, are an entire connected communication from the 
City of Philadelphia, by the Columbia Rail Road, or by 
the Schuylkill, Union, or Pennsylvania Canals, to any 
Point on the Ohio Canal, and at all stages of the water 

to the Ohio River at Portsmouth, and to Lake Erie by 
Cleveland, to open to the citizens of Philadelphia a new 
and extensive trade to the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, and Michigan, and present a communication to a 
market for the trade of the western part of Lake Erie 
|a month earlier than it could be reached by any known 
| channel; its further advantages would be an immediate 
increase, and at no distant day doubling the tolls of the 


















Schuylkill, Union, and Pennsylvania Canals, from this 
immense trade passing along their shores. 

The ways and means necessary to accomplish this de- 
sirable object, your Delegation leave to your respecta- 
ble body to point out, as more properly belonging to 
them; butthey cannot suffer themselves for one moment 
to believe that funds will be wanting to complete a 
work which is calculated to enhance the value of every 
house and lot in the City, and to augment to almost an 
incalculable degree, the commerce and wealth of every 
man engaged, either directly, or indirectly, in the pros- 
perity of Philadelphia. 

On motion of M, Newkirk, Esq. it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the report of the delegates to the 
Warren Convention be accepted, and published in the 
daily papers, and that one thousand copies be printed 
in pamphlet form, for the use of the Association, and 
citizens generally. 

THOMAS P. Cope, President, 

Gro. W. Torann, Secretary. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF LETTERS. 


Ata meeting of the American Institule of Letters, 
held on Friday evening, the 13th instant, it was on mo- 
tion, 

Resolved, That a Committee of three gentlemen be 
appointed to prepare an address to the public, setting 
forth the designs and objects of the “American Institute 
of Letters.” 

The Committee appointed to prepare an address 
to the public, setting forth the designs and objects of 
the ‘American Institute of Letters,” respectfully beg 
leave to state—That they have long viewed with sin- 
cere regret, the unqualified vassalage of public opinion 
to European taste in matters of Literature, which has 
led to the depreciation of American talent, anc 4meri- 
can genius:—that as the offspring ofa nation, celebrat- 
ed for its love of Letters, and its liberal patronage of 
the Arts and Sciences, and have, as a people, witha 
more than filial devotion, read, admired, and approved 
the thousands and tens of thousands of volumes, which 
have emanated from Lurope, as if every foreign produc- 
tion was necessarily the sublime achievement of geni- 
us, or the maximum of human wisdom: and while the 
Committee cannot but admire and approve the cosmo- 
politan liberality, which should ever characterize the 
Republic of Letters, they cannot but deeply regret, 
that in throwing off our political allegiance, we did not 
at the same time, throw that unlimited and anti-repub- 
lican obedience to foreign dictation, in all affairs of Li- 
terature, which has so long and so generally prevailed. 

That they are entirely satisfied, from a mature and 
careful consideration of the subject,that although abun- 
dant evidence has been already furnished of the power 
of American genius and talent, its achievements never- 
theless have been neither so brilliant nor so lofty, as 
they might have been, had not a blind subservience to 
a foreign standard of taste banefully operated to prevent 
the proper degree of encouragement being extended 
to our native writers. 

That deeply impressed with a conviction of this im 
portant truth, the members of the Institute resolved to 
form a National Society of Letters, believing that a re- 
ciprocal interchange of feelings and opinions among 
the members of the Literary Profession, widely scatter- 
ed throughout the vast extent of our territory, would 
be productive of the most salutary results; not only in 
breaking the chains which have so long held in subjec- 
tion the genius and talent of the country, but in giving 
such an impulse to both as would place us in proud and 
lofty competition with the most celebrated achieve- 
ments of European intellect. That well aware that 
nothing so much tends to promote and extend intellec- 
tual exertion as a proper and adequate reward, they 
believe that all which is necessary to place the literary 
honor of the nation on the sublime pinnacle for which 
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she was evidently intended, as if the grandeur of her 
physical proportions were the prophetic emblem of her 
future gigantic intellectual grandeur, is to dissolve the 
slavery of opinion, which cherishes as steperior,all which 
is foreign, and regards as inferior, all which is the pro- 
duction of native genius. 

‘That many writers of our own country, whom nature 
has largely gifted with intellectual endowments of the 
highest order, have been permitted to pine unnoticed 
and unhonored, in obscurity, who, if their works had 
been properly appreciated, would have continued in 
the field of literary toil, from which they were compel- 
led to recede by poverty and neglect; and who, with 
a proper appreciation of their claims, would have fur- 
nished such accessions to the literature of the country, 
as would have contributed largely to their own fame 
and the nation’s honor, That they regard with feelings 
of pain and mortification, the discouraging fact, while 
the manual arts are patronized with so liberal a hand, 
that so smalla share of encouragement should have 
been extended to native writers, in consequ: nce of 
subservience to foreign taste: and while two or three 
instances of exception do but move the truth of the 
general rule, it is certain that in these few instances, 
the nation neither admired nor encouraged until called 
on to do so by the re-echoing voice of praise, emanat- 
ing from foreign reviewers and mercenary journalists; 
thus attesting the deeply humiliating fact, that we lave 
no such thing among us as a National Literature, and 
that to transatlantic critics we look for our taste, and 
to foreign writers for our reading matter. 

That as Americans, jealous of their national honor, 
as natives proud of their birth place, and as citizens re- 
vering the republican institutions of their country, ani- 
mated with the most sincere desire to behold the day 
arrive, when our own writers shall be properly appre- 
ciated and adequately rewarded, they have associated 
to accelerate the impulse which has already been com- 
menced, assured that the time is past, when it was 
tauntingly said, ‘‘who reads an American book.”’ 

That while they are not unconscious that genius is 
from its very nature an isolation, moving in the orbit of 
its own abstraction, and cannot from causes uncontrol- 
lable by human agency, move embodied; they cannot 
cease to recollect, that its possessors, by reason of the 
constant ¢ ffort of the mind, and the intensity of feeling 
involved in the prosecution of literary labors, are sub- 
ject to many and various infirmities, from which the 
man of active physical labor is exempt—and also that 
the pursuits of literature, from the most satisfactory 
evidences, tend greatly to abridge the usual period of 
mortal existence. 

That from this consideration of the case, it has to 
them appeared desirable, that a fund should be created 
to cheer the declining days of those who have worn 
themselves out in toiling at the desk, to advance the 
interests of the great human family—as well as to re- 
lieve the widows and children of such as may nct have 
achieved a competency inthe pursuit of letters. 

That relying on the well known liberal and pat: iotic 
spirit of our fellow citizens, and believing our cause is 
emphatical'y the cause of the nation, both immediately 
and remotely interested in our anxious endeavors, we 
look with confidence to the smiles of its approbation in 
our efforts to establish a national and ind: pendent lite- 
rature, and to elevate the literary genius of our coun- 
trymen. 

They believe that such a change has been commenc- 
ed, which, to ensure success to the cause, only requires 
to be prosecuted: that the day is not far distant when 
the genius of America, like her own national emblem, 
the eagle,will soar triumphantly through the fairy fields 
of imagination, bask in the sunshine of its own beauti- 
ful elysium, and dwell in the peace, the beauty, and 
the light of its own enduring creations. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

On motion, 
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REPORT FOR ABOLISHING 








Resolved, That the report be adopted, signed by. 
the President and Secretary, and published in the daily 
papers of the city. 

DAVID PAUL BROWN, Pres’t. | 
T. E. Wane, Secretary. 


— 


REPORT ON' THE EXPEDIENCY OF ABOLISH- 
ING PUBLIC EXECUTIONS. 


Read in House of Representatives Dec, 12, 1833. 


Mr. Holcomb, from the committee on the Judiciary 
System, to whom the subject was referred, made the 
following Rrroxt: 


Your comm ttee have had under consideration the 
expediency of a law, changing the mode of executing 
persons convicted of murder in the first degree, and 
providing in future that the execution of the sentence 
shall take place inthe prison yard. 

It has not escaped the observation of your committee, 
that much attention has been directed of late to crimi- 
nal jurisprudence, not only in our own Commonwealth, 
but throughout the Union, and in Europe; particularly 
in the character and descrip:ion of the punishment, and 
the manner of inflicting it. 

By a recurrence to the past, it would seem that the 
character of the criminal laws of a nation, both as to 
their administration,and the penalties imposed by them, 
usually bore some resemblance to the state of civiliza- 
tion, and the refinements of society; and hence, even 
in most European countries, the savage cruelties and 
inhuman tortures with which the vengeance ofthe law 
was formerly wreaked upon its victim, by means of the 
faggot, the rack, and almost every other form which 
ingenuity could invent, or cruelty practice, have been 
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and there probably exists in this Commonwealth, a 

considerable party, both in numberand respectability, 

who would be in favor of its total abolition. 
Pennsylvania has already confined the punishment of 





| death, under her penal code, to the single case of shed- 


ding man’s blood; to the taking of life, with the intent 
at the time to kill. Wise lawgivers of all ages, have 
seldom questioned this right; and your committee 


| would here explicitly add, that they are not among 
| those who question either the right or the expediency, 


confined, as ‘it is, in our statute book, to the single 
case of murder in the first degree. 
Many of the objections with some of those who are 
in favor of a total abolition of capita) punishment, as it 
now stands, are believed to grow out of the manner of 
| executing the sentence, and which the change propos- 
_ed by your committee would be calculated to obviate, 
and where the Jury, selected from among the people, 
are ina manner the judges of the law and the fact—and 
particularly, as in the case of murder in Pennsylvania, 
| where the jury decide the question of intent, which de- 
|termines whether the crime be one offence or another 
| —murder in the first, or murder in the second degree— 
exercising, asa jury are likely to do here, a very gene- 
| ral discretion, it is important that any objections to the 
| consequences of their verdict, which do not interfere 
_in substance with the infliction of the penalty, should 
| be removed; since certainty and uniformity are of the 
| very first importance in the administration of all laws, 
|and more especially criminal laws. 
| The object of all punishment is, or should be, the 
| prevention of crime; but while the legislator has this 
| in view, he should be careful that the manner adopted 
| of punishing one offence, does not work as great evils 
_ to society, though of a different description, as the ori- 





greatly modified, and in most instances, given way to | ginal transgression itself; otherwise, much as society 
milder penalties, and less ostentatious and disgusting | may suffer from the crime, the remedy must prove any 
modes of inflicting them. | thing but salutary. 
in our own country, public opinion has demanded, | _ It is impossible to have noticed the accounts of pub- 
looking probably as well to the effect upon the culprit | lic executions, that have occurred within the last few 
as upon society, an almost total change in the system | months, in this and the neighboring States, and not be 
of punishment; and in nearly all the States, legislation satisfied that the evils resulting from public executions 
has corresponded to this feeling, and brought about a | are of the most serious character. _ 
thorough reform. _ From the time the sentence of the law is pronounced, 
The penitentiary system, confinement at hard labor, | the felon becumes more or less an object of interest to 
has now almost invariably taken the place of whipping, | all classes; particularly, as the period vf his sentence 
cropping, branding, the stocks, and other like corpo- | draws nigh—aday that is to furnish a spectacle, attrac- 
ral punishments, which were intended, by the public |tive, it would seem, to all ages and sexes, for miles 
manner of their execution, to operate asan example to | around. The wretch, who has all his life lived in ob- 
deter others, as well as a disgraceful and severe punish- | scurity, or, if known at all, notorious only for his crimes 
ment to the offender. | and vices, the companion of outlawsand felons— whose 
The objection to this mode of punishment, as intend- | language is blasphemy, and his whole life a war upon 
ed to reclaim the offender, but more particularly, as it | society, its order, and its laws—the despised and con- 
otherwise operated on the morais and feelings of socie- | demned of all good men—becomes at once, by the part 
ty, has induced in this Commonwealth, long since, its | he is toact in the ‘‘vorgeous tragedy” of the execution, 
entire abandonment. before the assembled intelligence and beauty of the 
The object of your committee, in referring to these | country an object of the liveliest interest. ‘he minis- 
facts, is to show, by a parity of reasoning, that the pub- | ters of our holy religion crowd in numbers to his cell, 
lic mind is probably prepared to receive, or even rea- | and freely tender him its mercies; nor leave him, while 
dy to demand, a change in the mode of executing thoxe | hope of fortitude, or consolation, can be inspired, ei- 
convicted of murder in the first degree. ther to meet his fate here, or to enter into the presence 
While such is the execution of the penal laws of this | of his God asa Christian. The gallows is occupied by 
Commonwealth, with the exception of the one alluded | the murderer to address the assembled multitude—of- 
to, that the public eye is spared alike all feelings of | ten in appeals to their passions, endeavoring to excite 
either disgust or pity, and the offender, while atoning | their pity, by a confession and professed repentance of 
his wrong to the community, is shut out from the pub- | his crime, at the hardness of his fate—or enlist their 
lic gaze, where he might either excite its sympathy, or sympathy by the bold assertion of his innocence, and 
provoke its taunts—while a perfect system, a regular denunciations against the cruelty of those laws of which 
uniformity, distinguishes our penal code as to all offen- | he is the victim. The audience are often entertained 
ces except one—that one is still allowed to exhibit, in | with a sort of autobiography ot the felon’s life, in the 
the manner and publicity of its execution, a spectacle | shape of a confession; as in the case of Clough, lately 
at once revolting and injurious to society; and attend- | executed in a neighboring State, for the murder of 
ed with equally bad effects as regards the culprit him- | Mrs. Mary Hamilton, which was read from the gal- 
self, who often becomes the hero or the martyr of the | lows by one of the six clergy in attendance on him on 
scene. | that occasion; and which, we are told in the published 
Both the right and expediency of inflicting capital account of the proceedings, ‘brought tears into the 
punishment, in any case, have been often questioned; | eyes of many.” The military, for miles around, are 
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ordered out to give the pomp and circumstance of a 
parade to the occasion, as well as to preserve order. 
In short, every thing is done that is calculated to in- 
spire fortitude or excite emulation, and change the 
haltered murderer into a hero or a victim, and the ig- 
nominious gallows into a pulpit or a theatre. 

Such is the effect upon the murderer himself, an ef- 
fect that cannot but set him above ina great measure 


(such is the constitution of human nature) any pain or | 
ignominy, the execution of his sentence was calculated | 


to inflict. Can the guilty wretch who has dyed his 
hands in a brother’s blood, realize amidst the excite- 
ment of such a scene, either the horror of the crime 


he has committed, or the expiatory sacrifice of his life, | 


which the laws require? ‘he last day of his life, if he 
can believe the good men, who in their zeal in numbers 
press around him, is to prove the happiest of his life; 


and he is made sensible by the familiar looks of recogni- | 


tion from the crowd, and the warm salutations of all 
who are allowed to approach him, of what he could 
never before have dreamed, that he has become an ob- 
ject of interest to thousands, who shall read, and write, 
and speak of him when he is gone, and that his memo- 
ry may after all stand a chance to live, as that of one 
in his life “more sinned against than sinning,” and this, 
however wicked the crime, both by laws human and 
divine for which he suffers, however loudly the blood 
of his murdered victim ‘‘cries from the ground.”’ While 
such is likely to be the effect upon the individual, the 
consequences to society, of a public execution are be- 
lieved to be infinitely worse. 

It is supposed by some, that the effect of a public 
execution, operates beneficially by example, in deter- 
ring others from crime, by the terror it inspires. But 
the answer is that so have not our lawgivers reasoned, 
in the punishment of all other offences in Pennsylvania; 
or have thought that any such supposed advantage was 
more than counterbalanced by other consequences fol- 


lowing from a public exhibition; since imprisonment, | 


under the regulations of our prisons, makes the punish- 


ment as toa large majority, as to all but those whose | 
interest or duty induces them to seek admittance, pri- | 


vate and unseen. 

But again, as to the fact, independent of the practice 
under our system in all cases but murder in the first de- 
gree, and it is believed that the history of crime in those 
countries where capital punishment is inflicted in the 
greatest number of cases, and where consequently the 
example is most often furnished, that the conclusion 
from the effect to be produced from public executions 
will not follow. 

The number of convictions for felonies in England 
which are punished capitally, and in public, and felo- 








an able jurist has said reasoning on this subject, might 
even be found in the verdicts of our juries. 

We trust indeed from the present state of society, of 
laws and religion, that the commission of that offence 
| “against which the Almighty placed his canon, when 
He said ‘thou shalt do no murder,’” will continue to 
_ be of rare occurrence; and the latter state of things, 
therefore, less likely to result than those alluded to 
above. 

But can acommunity, composed of all classes, em- 
bracing the old and the young of both sexes, in a go- 
vernment so mild in its operations, that the good citizen 
may spend his life, may live and grow old, without ever 
once feeling a government existed, so far:as the exer- 
| tion of any immediate power over himself is concerned; 
inacountry where religion inculcates its precepts of 
love and mercy—where the habits, customs, and even 
pastimes of the people, are all of a character opposed 
to every speci«s of cruelty, to all exhibitions of sangui- 
nary feelings, or scenes of blood and death—can such 
_a people witness, at long intervals, perhaps but once 
| ina life time, a fellow being launched into eternity— 

swung from a gallows with a halter round his neck— 
| and not feel amazement, horror, and disgust! ! and not 
| feel, too, we might suppose, in most instances, a con- 
| sciousness that they had witnessed, through mere curi- 
| osity, a spectacle that no feeling and refined mind, no 
| Christian and merciful being should seek out, at least 
| from any less considerations than those of duty, in the 
| execution of a judgment of the law of the land. Yet 
| we know it is human nature—that the ‘‘curious will 
| gaze, as the thirsty will drink, though the cup and the 
| object be polluted;” and the fault, after all, alone re- 
| mains with the government that presents such exhibi- 
| tions to the public eye. 
Often it happens, from accident or negligence, as in 
| the case of Getter, that the first attempt proves unsuc- 
| cessful, and the poor wretch half strangled, half stupi- 
fied, between dead and alive, mounts a second time the 
scaffold, amidst the awful and painful suspense that 
prevails among the multitude, with many of whom, 
before this slow torture has done its execution, its vic- 
| tim very naturally becomes an object of pity and deep 

commiseration. 

In the published accounts of Getter’s execution, 
which took place at Easton, or in its vicinity, on the 
eleventh of October last, it is said, ‘‘He had scarcely 
| been raised three feet from the ground, when the rope 
broke and he fell. His face was uncovered, but he lay 
without life or motion for half a minute..... Even this 
terrible interlude is; the solemn scene, which chilled 
the blood of almost every spectator, had no effect upon 
| his iron nerves.””—See Reg. vo’. xii. p. 254. 








nies which are not punished capitally, and some of | Along with the evils resulting from the congregation 


which are punished by imprisonment, transportation, 


&c. will not be found, it is believed, very materially to | 


vary; particularly when the facilities and security with 
which the different offences may be committed is kept 
in view; and it is fair to suppose, that any difference 
there may be, is rather to be found in the fact of the one 
being more severely punished than the other, than in 
any fear inspired, by having witnessed an execution. 
One, it is believed, who had never been present at an 
execution, would be as likely to conceive impressions 
of the scene, as terrifying as would be left on the me- 
mory of another who may have witnessed it; the imagi- 
nation, in such cases, generally doing full justice to 
the dark side of the picture. If witnessed but once, 
or but seldomed witnessed, it would be likely to excite 
pity for the victim, and horror and disgust at the scene; 
while, if frequently beheld, the prisoner would receive 
less and less commiseration, and from inspiring terror 
and disgust, such is the effect of habit, it might come 
to be regarded, if not as attractive asa Roman audience 
were wont to regard the fate of the dying Gladiator, 
yet with feelings that would show the nicest sensibilities 
of our nature had become biunted; and the effect, as 


of the thousands that resort to the place of execution, 
often from the distance of a day or two’s ride, fifty or 
an hundred miles, and always, no doubt, including the 
| whole number of pick-pockets and their associates 
| within that circle, is the fact, that every species of vice 
and immorality is known to be practised, and that in 
| the most public and notorious manner—almost under 
| the gallows. The following extract in reference to the 
/execution of Joel Clough, before referred to, which 
occurred at Mount Holly, in the State of New Jersey, 
on the 26th of July last, is taken from the account that 
| appeared the following day in one of the Philadelphia 
| papers, and was penned by the editor who was himself 
| on the spot. Whether, had the execution taken place 
' on this side of the Delaware, the picture would have 
,_ been softened, or materially altered in its main features, 
| it is unnecessary fur us to conjecture. Your committee 
| fear that it would not—it probably would but too faith- 
_ fully describe the scene, in the particulars for which it 
| is cited, in whatever part of the Union it might have 
| transpired. 
‘‘Upwards of twelve thousand persons were present 
at an early hour: the roads leading to the ground were 
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filled with the curious, hastening forward on foot, and | and Terminer; and a copy of such return shall be pub- 
in vehicles of . very description. About one-third of | lished in two or more newspapers, one at least to be 
the spectators were women and children. he neigh-| printed in the couiity. 

boring woods and roads sides were lined with booths, These provisions are calculated to obviate any objec- 
where the usual exhilitions of drinking, gambling, | tions to too great secrecy, and at the same time to sa- 
&c. were presented to the eye.” tisfy the public, in the most authentic manner, that the 

The extract is continued as supporting the sugges- | judgment of the law has been complied with, 
tions thrown out by your committee, inthe former part SSS. 
of their report. : From the Philadelphia Gazette. 

“At twenty minutes before one o'clock, a hollow | : 4 
square was formed round the gallows, by a battalion of | LIBRARY AND READING ROOM OF THE N. L, 
infantry, consisting of four or five hundred men, and at The fourth annual meeting of the Library and Read- 
half past one the miserable criminal appeared. He was | ing Room Company of the Northern Liberties, was held 
sested in a dearborn, and accompanied by the Sheriff, | at their Hall, on the 8th inst, The president, Mr. Joseph 

he Rev. Messrs. Willmer, Moorhouse, Ashton, Bud, | Trotter, was in the chair, Agreeably to the constitu- 
Sheppard, and other gentlemen; the whole under an | tion of the company, the directors made the annual re- 
escort of a troop of cavalry. He seated himself, and | port of their proceedings for the past year—by which 
the Rev. Mr. Willmer read aloud his confession, of | it appeared that the receipts of the year were $700; of 
which so much has been said —his farewell, anda letter | Which sum $254 were expended in books, papers, and 
to his aged and bereft mother, and which produced a | periodicals, and the remainder appropriated for the in- 
painful sensation, The awful scene and the melting | cidental expenses of the institution. ‘The number of 
pathos of the epistle combined, brought tears into the | volumes added to the Library since the last annual re- 
eyes of many--an occurrence not common on the exe-| port, about 300. The preseat number of stockholders 
cution ground.” about 200, besides the annual subscribers. 

The loss of time and money, the interruption to bu- The directors in the report complain, that the Library 
siness, and the almost total disorganization of «ll pur-| has not met with the encouragement during the past 
suits in the immediate neighborhood of the scene, are | year that its importance demands, and warmly recom- 
serious evils, and would be removed by the proposed | mend it to the attention and patronage of the citizens 
change. In the case of Smith, wKo was executed in| of the district. They consider the cause of their insti- 
Philadelphia in the summer of 1816, it was estimated | tution as the cause of education, and call upon the cit- 
that there were thirty thousand persons present, and at | izens to sustain it, if not for immediate personal advan- 
a moderate estimate it was probably at a loss of as ma-! tages, at least as a means of inculcating a taste for lit- 
ny thousand dollars, in time and money and its conse- | erature and science, and exalting the moral and intel- 
quences, to the Commonwealth or its citizens; or a | lectual character of the present and succeeding genera- 








sum that would have schooled two thousand youths | 
four years, giving them the rudiments of an English | 
education—and thirty thousand on an average annually, 
perhaps, would not make up the pecuniary consequen. 
ces of the punishment of this one offence. Expense in | 
the administration of the laws, whether resulting direct- 
ly or indirectly, whether taken from the Common.- | 
wealth or the pocket of the citizen, is not, certainly, to | 
be thought of in comparison with affording security to | 
human life But if the viewsand reasoning of your 
committee be correct, the remedy, with the change 
proposed, will be as complete as it now is, and the sav- 
ing of time and money incident to it, among the advan- 
tages that would follow. In this point of view it is | 
worthy of consideration. 

But your committee cannot lose sight of the fact, that 
this horrid spectacle is the only one left to shock the 
public eye —when public opinion and. legislation have 
abolished all other exhibitions of the disgrace and suf- 
fering of the seutenced criminal. The innocent wish 
neither to hear the sighs nor to behold the tears of the 
guilty, who has offended the laws of a just government. 
It is right that he should suffer. Let his punishment 
be as private as his crime; and while this very privacy, 
it is believed, will hokl out more terror to the offender 
himself, the public. who uave already suffered their 
share, will be spared the farther evils resulting from a 

ublic execution. 

It will be seen by the bill reported by your commit- 
tee, that it provides that the execution shall take place 
within the yard or walls of the jail of the county in 
which the prisoner shall have been convicted, in the 
presence of the Sheriff or Coroner, and one or more of 
the Judges of the court by which he was tried; and, at 
the request of the criminal, such ministers of the Gos 
pel, not exceeding two, as he may name, and such of 
his immediate relations as may choose to attend. After 
the execution, the Sheriff or Coroner shall make oath 
or affirmation, that he proceeded to execute the crimi- 
nal, at the time designated by the court, in the presence 
of the said Judge or Judges, andthe Judge or Judges 
shall certify to the facts contained in such return, which 
shall be filed in the Clerk’s office of the court of Oyer 
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tions. 

They also recommend Public Lectures, upon suitable 
subjects; to be delivered under the auspices of the 
Company. These, delivered by qualified Lecturers, 
they consider not only as an efficient means of instruc- 
tion, but as awakening the public to the importance 
of knowledge; exciting an interest in the advancement 
of the Library; and at the same time, proving a fruitful 
source of its revenue. For this purpose, they have 
leased the spacious room immediately over tie Hall, 
and have made arrangements with a Lecturer of dis- 
tinguished ability —to deliver lectures during the present 
winter. 

In conclusion, the directors state, ‘‘that the Library 
consists of about 2500 well selected volumes. And 
there is daily received in our room, newspapers from 
most of the principal cities of the union—anda large 
number of periodicals. In addition to these, the com- 
pany has an extensive collection of minerals, and geo- 
logical specimens, scientifically arranged in neat and 
convenient cases, presenting to the students of miner- 
alogy and geology, the most ample means of prosecut- 
ing the study of these sciences. To our large and com- 
modious library room, we have joined a lecture room, 
as ample in its dimensions as it is convenient in is struc- 
ture; and we have no hesitation in saying, that there is 
no Library in our state, that has laid the foundation of 
more permanent durability, or has greater prospects of 
more extended usefulness. ” 

The Company then went into an election for fifteen 
Directors, to serve for the ensuing year, when the fol- 
lowing named gentlemen were duly elected:— 

Joseph Trotter, Samuel Megarge, 

Samuel Townsend, Dr. Charles Noble, 

Peter A. Keyser, John Taylor, 

Charles Naylor, Isaac Pugh, 

Benjamin Matthias, George Benners, 

Dr. J. A. Elkinton, Charles J. Sutter, 

R. V. Massey, Joseph Reakert, 

Charles Keen. 

The following resolutions were then offered and una- 
nimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That Libraries and Reading Rooms, in in- 
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creasing the means of acquiring usefulinformation, by 
which the human mind is enlarged, the judgment im- 
proved, and the intellect cultivated, exert a most salu- 
tary influence upon society at large, and ought to be 
encouraged and efficiently sustained, by all who desire 
to promote the great cause of General Education. 

Resolved, That the members of the N. L. Library 
and Reading Room, aware of the force of united exer- 
tion, will use every effort, during the ensuing year, for 
an extension of the advantages of their Society, among 
a larger portion of their fellow citizens. 





THE WEST BRANCH. 
‘‘_Lewispunc, Unron Co. Oct. 25. 
‘*A man who has not been in the Valley of the West 








| ers acted well, in subjecting themselves to some indi- 
_ vidual censure, for the purpose of securing the general 
/ good. They have only undergone what hundreds of 
| good public agents have received before them, viz.— 
| ‘more kicks than coppers.’ 
‘Immediately above the dam on the southern side, 
a town has just been laid out by the Messrs. Church’s, 
i which must soon rise into importance. The whole 
| trade of all the fine vallies, commencing at the divid- 
‘ing ridge between the Juniata and Susquehanna, 
| must find an outlet at this new town, called Lockhaven, 
| and there take the canal for market. It is at the ‘head 
| of navigation,’ in the midst of iron, coal, and wheat, 
| the great staples of Pennsylvania I rode along the 
| base of the mountains, up to the Boston Coal Compa- 
| ny’s works, where I saw some thousand tons of the best 


; Soe | quality bituminous coal ready to take t an: 
Branch, knows little of the beauty and fertility of Penn- | ee eee abaueny se See e Gane 


sylvania. [t was my lot to spend the earlier days of m 


| as it is completed,for the east. Gliding down the river 


a a ale ; | in a canoe, the precise spot where the coal ceases is de- 
life in this region; but years have rolled away, and my : P P eae 


feet have wandered over many and distant lands since it 


ceased tobe my home. ‘Then it was comparatively a | 


signated by the position of the rocks. On the western 
| summit they exist in horizontal layers—on the east the 


. . + . - . i t ] . 
wilderness—now it is highly cultivated and well im. | rocks dip ak.0. greater or:tees angie, t0 the MK. A Ror 


proved. ‘The log hut of the first settler has given way | 


the horizontal position terminates, there is no more 


. | al; if t m sate f t i - 
to the stately farm house of the ‘old residenter,’ and | coal, but,: an if to compensate fot the tats ier Grin Sinn 


the ‘rude hamlets’ have been lost in beautiful and thriv- | 
ing villages. 

“I wandered up the Juniata, by Lewistown, and 
crossing the ‘seven mountains,’ by a good turnpike, 
soon found myself at Bellfonte, where I spent a day, 
looking at the ‘beautiful spring,’ and the flourishing 
manufactories which are propelled by its current. I 
have seen many of the most extensive water powers in | 
the Union, but none tu compare with this. It rises a | 
short distance above the town, and has in the distance of 
perhaps amile anda half, a fall of more than a hundred 
feet. ‘There are already erected on it a paper mill, an | 
axe factory, and several extensive rolling and slitting | 
mills, and furnaces, The water is as ‘clear as crystal,’ 
and being of higher temperature than the air never | 
freezes; so that the machinery is never stopped by the | 
coldest weather. The town is built on the summit of a | 








hill, and surrounded by mountains, and in entering it or | 
leaving it you are therefore compelled to ascend or de. | 
scend. The buildings are very good, principally of | 
stone, and it is altogether a pleasant and romantic spot. | 
Its water power and the iron ore of the neighborhood | 
willsome day make it a rich and large town. Leaving | 
Bellfonte, I passed down the Bald Eagle, and had a view | 
of the forges, furnaces, and rolling mills of Messrs. Ir- | 
win, Curtus, Hepburn, Kinne, &c., making together | 
the most extensive establishments in the Union. I know | 
no place where a few days could be more profitably | 
employed than Centre county. Its iron establishments | 
are the finest in the country, and yet its great wealth is | 
known to but few at a distance because the people of 
the seaboard prefer making excursions to New York, 

where the citizens make the most of every thing. 


**T entered this valley, (the West Branch) a short | 
distance above Dunnstown, in the neighborhood of the 
‘* Big Dam,” and near the coalregion. Thisdam, you | 
are aware, is at the head of canal navigation, and its 
height, location, &c. have mate no little noise in the 
newspapers. Some say its location is judicious—others 
hold a contrary opinion, and even charge the Canal 
Commissioners with improper motives in fixing its site. 
Looking at the dam, as it stands, I cannot help believ- 
ing that there was some wisdom in placing it where 
it is, The iron of Bald Eagle, the wheat of Nit- 
tany and Brush Valleys, and the Coal of Centre and 
Clearfield must supply the canal with business; and the 
termination, by the present arrangement, will accom- 
modate all those interests. If it had been higher up 
the river or further down, some of them could not have 








sure, immediately after the coal lands cease, the fertile 
alluvials commence. The distance from this point to 
Northumberland, where the valley terminates, is about 
seventy miles, and for fertility of soil, beauty of im- 
provements, and grandeur of scenery, is not surpassed 
in America. At Piatt’s, on the summit of the White 
Deer mountain, you have a full view of the valley in 
nearly its whole extent. As far as the eye can extend 
up and down the river, is one beautiful natural panora- 
ma, composed of fertile fields, substantial farm houses- 
and thriving villages--with enough of mountain and ca, 
nal and river, to mellow the picture. In looking at this 
scene, I wondered that our citizens who travel for re- 
creation, should neglect the Susquehanna. But the 
people of Philadelphia imagine the country west of 
Lancaster a howling wilderness,and its inhabitants wild 
men of the forest, who know nothing of the comforts of 


| life. ‘Tosuch I say,come and try the Trout and Veni- 


son of Jue Hall, and the roast beef and Pheasants of Dr. 
Vorse. Either of whom willenable them to enjoy a 
glass of generous Madeira or mellow Claret, 


‘‘Lewisburg—or Derristown, as it was called in the 
olden time—is one o* the most thriving villages in the 
interior of Pennsylvania. It Las the appearance and 
bustle of a city in miniature. Within the last four years 
there have been erected about one hundred and fifty 
houses, most of them large brick edifices, whose style 
would do credit to any place. It contains three hand- 
some churches, and the principal street is MacAdamis- 
ed, It is situated atthe mouth of Buffalo Valley, and 
is the market town for that and Penn’s Valley. It lies 
on the southern side of the Susquehanna, and is con- 
nected with the canal on the other side by a dam and 
cross cut, made by the state. The dam has just been 
completed by a Mr. Cameron, of this town, under the 
direction of Mr. Fsries, the engineer, and Mr. Parsons, 
the superintendent. I mention the names of all con- 
cerned, because I have been struck with the extraor- 
dinary degree of energy and skill which has been em- 
ployed in erecting it. ‘The river is here, I should think, 
about 1500 feet wide; the dam is six feet high from the 
bottom, and has a base of forty feet; and the whole 
was completed in about five weeks. I am sure that no 
work of its magnitude has ever been completed in this 
country in the same time; and I should think, from its 
apparent strength, that it will stand in defiance of the 
freshets and floods of ages, 


“I write in haste, while mine host is recounting the 
changes of years that are gone by, and | can only add, 


used the canal. It is taken for granted, that no future | if you want to enjoy a week pleasantly and rationally, 


smpropeenons will be made for extensions of the canal, 
and with that fact before them, the Canal Commission- 


come to the Valley of the West Branch. 
Yours, &c,” 
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GIRARD COLLEGE. 

The following report of the architect of the Girard 
College. detailing the progress of the work on that 
building, was submitted to Councils, at the stated meet- 
ing, on Thursday last. 


Tv the Building Committee of Girard College. 


Gentlemen—In compliance with your resolution di- 
recting me to prepare a drawing of the College, to- 


gether with a report of the state of the works, I have | 
made a perspective view, exhibiting the appearance 


the building will present when finis!,ed;—this drawing, 
together, with the following report, is respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

We have already progressed so far with the work as 
to be prepared to commence setting marble in the 
spring. 

The outside cellar walls of the houss are completed 
to the height of the floor of the Portico, the walls 
above tuis are to be faced with marble. 

The interior walls are nearly all as high as those of 
the outside, and are prepared to receive the arches;— 
it was thought inexpedient to construct any of the ar- 
ches this season, in order that the heavy expense of 
making a temporary roof over the whole building might 
be avoided,—the materials are on the land both for the 
centering and the arches, and they will be constructed 
early in the ensuing spring. 


MEETING OF THE PITTSBURG BAR. 
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staat 
4286 cubic feet of unwrought marble in blocks, suit- 

able for capitals, bases, and architraves, for the ex- 

terior Porticoes; and ashlar for the building, making 
in all 9816 feet of marble, wrought and unwrought now 

on the land. 

Several of these blocks have been sawed and prepar- 
ed for capitals and bases of columns, and carvers are 
now employed on three of said blocks. 

All the lumber for the centering for the cellar sto- 
ry of arches, has been cut to order, and delivered on 
the premises. 

About 30,000 feet of common boards for sheathing 
the centries have also been obtained, and used for the 
temporary roof on the walls. 

The rest of the lumber on the land amounts to about 
65,000 feet, the principal part of this is plank for scaf- 
falding. 

We have also 375,000 paving bricks, reserved for 
constructing the arches. 

A large quantity of river sand has becn obtained in 
consequence of the difficulty of procuring that article 
in the sprng. 

The whole amount of money expended since the 
commencement of the work, is $69,996. 

The materials and workmanship that remain unpaid 
for, amounts to about $9,000. 

There has been erected on the premises for the 
accommodation of the workmen, a blacksmith’s shop, 
a carpenter’s shop, two stonecutters’ shops, a carver’s 





The walls for the support of the Porticoes are raised shop, and two sheds for the stone cutters. 


to the proper height for receiving the columns, with 


All the contracts have thus far been faithfully execu- 


the exception of an opening left for convenience, in ted, and the contractors have given general sutisfac- 
conveying materials into the building for the interior | tion. 


walls. 


The edifice is now about ten feet above, and six feet 


below the present surface of the ground, making the 


whole height of the stone work, about 16 feet above 


the foundation. 


lam, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obt. serv ’t 
THOS. U. WALTER, Arch’t, 
Girard College, Dec. 25, 1833. 
To John Gilder, Esq. 
Chairman of Building Committee, 


The walls are all securely covered with straw, and 
roofed with rough boards to protect them from injury 
by Srost, during the winter. BAR MEETING. 

The old mansion house having been found to occupy ; 
the most eligible situation for the College, it was taken| At a meeting of the members of the Pittsburg Bar, 
down, and a new farm house built of the old materials; | held at the court house, on Saturday, the 16th Nov., 
this house is situated about 300 yards west of the Col-| A. W. Foster, Esq., in the chair, and R. Burke, Se- 
lege, and is intended to be rented to some good farm- | cretary—the following resolutions proposed by W. W. 


Girard College fur Orphans. 
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er, for the purpose of having that part of the farm not | Fetterman, Esq., were unanimously adopted: 


occupied by the College buildings, brought under a 


state of culture. 
This farm house is forty feet front, by eighteen fee 


1, Resolved, That the speedy determination, by the 
Supreme Court, of the business pending before them, 


t| iS @ matter of great public importance, and the delay 


deep, and two stories high, having a kitchen attached | that has occurred an evil of great magnitude. 


thereto;—the plastering is all finished, and the carpen- 
ter’s work is in such a state of forwardness as to admit 
of the house being prepared for a tenant by the first of | 


March next. 


Contracts have been entered into, on very advanta- 
geous terms, for all the marble required in the con- 
struction of the College, with the following gentle- 


men: 


Messrs, Jacobs & Cornog, 
Davis Henderson, 
Jehu Brooks, and 
John M, Davis, & Co. 


‘The quarries belonging to these gentlemen are all in 
the state of Pennsylvania, and within 26 miles of Phila- 
delphia;—they have been actively employed in furnish- 
ing marble under their respective contracts, during the 
last four months,—the quality of that already delivered 


is very superior. 


The stone cutters’ work, thus far, merits approba- 


tion. 


The following materials, not yet made use of in the 


building, are now on the ground: 


3000 superficial feet of ashlar, finished, 
2500 do. do, do. sawed, 


2. Resolved, That the labor now imposed on that 
Court of holding circuit Courts,in addition to the terms 
of the Supreme Court in Bank, isso great as to require 
their constant attention in Court, and deprives them of 
sufficient time to consider and ably decide the causes 
that come before them in Bank. 

3. Resolved, That we have found Circuit Courts in- 
expedient in practice, and of no possible benefit, and 
| that they ought, therefore, in our opinion, to be abo- 

lished. 

4. Resolved, That our members in the next Legisla- 
ture, be instructed to procure immediately, the passage 
of a law abolishing Circuit Courts, at Jeast within the 
county of Allegheny; and providing that all causes, 
now pending in the Circuit Court of said county of Al- 
legheny, be transferred to the District Court or Court 
of Common Pleas of said county, at the option of the 
parties, respectively, by whom they were removed to 
the Circuit Court. 

5. Resolved, That the increase of business in the Su- 
preme Court, for the Western District of Pennsylvania, 
is SO great as to preclude the possibility of a case being 
decided sooner than three years; that it amounts to a 
complete denial of justice, and, in fact, repeals an im- 
portant provision in our bill of rights. 

And whereas, it appears, by the printed statement 
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of the receipts and expenditures of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-two, that the tax paid in that year, for writs of 
error, by the Prothonotary of the Supreme Court for 
the Western District, is. two hundred and sixty-one 
dollars and forty-one cents; and the tax paid in the 
Middle District, is one hundred and ninety dollars; and 
the tax paid in the Lancaster District, is one hundred 
and eight dollars and sixty-four cents; and the tax paid 
in the Eastern District is one hundred and sixty-five 
dollars and eighty-six cents—and whereas the Supreme 
Court sits in Bank, in the three last mentioned Districts, 
fifteen weeks in the year, and in the Western District, 
enly four weeks—and whereas, the business of the 
Western District, requires a term of at least eight 
weeks, to dispose of the accumulating and current bu- 
siness in the Supreme Court for that District—and 
whereas, justice should be equally rendered to all the 
citizens of the Commonwealtn: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the next Legislature be 
requested to pass a law so organizing the Districts of 
the Supreme Court, as to make the term of the Su- 
preme Court, for the Western District, commence on 
the first Monday of September, in each year, and con- 
tinue during eight weeks, or untilall the business pend- 
ing should be disposed of—and also, that the first three 
weeks of the term should, in consequence of the vast 
aceumulation of business in the Fifth Judicial District | 
of the Common Pleas, be allotted to the cases from that 
District. 

And whereas, it isa matter of great importance to 
the whole community, that the law should be certain, 
and, when certain, known: an’, therefore, it is impor- 
tant that a full and accurate report of all the discus- 
sions of the Supreme Court should be made by a com- 
petent reporter as soon as possible—Therefore, 

Resolved, That our Legislature be requested to pass 
alaw for the appointment of a State Reporter, whose 
duty it shall be to report all the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court in each year; and who shall receive for 
his services a salary, to be paid out of the tax paid on 
writs of error. 

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be given 
to the members of the Legislature for this county, in 
order that they may be laid before the Legislature at 
the commencement of the session, | 

Resolved, That we recommend the subject of the 
abolition of the Circuit Court to the consideration of | 
our brethren of bar the throughout the State. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be | 
signed by the chairman and secretary, and published | 
in all the papers of this city. 

A. W. FOSTER, Chairman. 

Attest—Ros’r Burke, Secretary. 


CE 
——— 





DELAWARE COUNTY—PENN. 


This county was separated or divided off from Ches- 
_ tercounty in 1789. It was upon the shores of the De 
laware in this county, that William Penn, the founder 
of this great Commonwealth, first landed, and Chester | 
was destined by him at that time for the great city. It 
is pleasantly located, and most salubriously situated, 
bounded by the river Delaware on the east, Philadel- 
phia, Montgomery, and Chester counties on the north | 
and west, and by the State of Delaware on the south. 
The excellency of its soil is not surpassed by any in the 
state. [t is well watered by numerous creeks running | 
in every direction through it. The principal of which 
are Chester, Darby, Crum, Ridley, Muckinputes, Cobb, 
Mareus Hook, and Ithen creeks. The county is 16 
miles in length, and 13 in breadth. Numerous towns 
and villages are spread over this extent. The chief of 
which is Chester, the seat of justice, about 15 miles 
from Philadelphia, which contains about 150 houses and 
Vox. XIII, 2 





1000 inhabitants—Darby 75 houses and about 500 inha- 
bitants—Village Green, Marcus Hook, Concordville, 
Leiperville, Howlville, and Shoemakerville, (a new 
and flourishing village.) The county is divided into 
21 townships, It contains about 18,000 inhabitants, 
who are industrious, frugal, and temperate. 

The manufactories are very numerous in the county. 
They are of very considerable advantage to the county 
and one source of its wealth, Another great source of 
the wealth of this county and its consequent prosperity 
is, its inexhaustible quarries of stone. Since that great 
public work, the Delaware Breakwater has been pro- 
gressing, immense quantities of stone have been sent 
from this county to that work; averaging nearly 100,- 
000 tons per year, yielding to the county of Delaware 
from 150 to 200,000 dollars per annum, 

15 Cotton Factories in the County, 38 Flour Mills, 
56 Saw Mills, 6 Rolling and Slitting Mills, 18 Woolen 
Factories, 10 Paper Mills, 2 Powder Mills, 1 Nail Fac- 
tory, 4 Tilt Blade and Edge Tool Manufactories, 1 Pow- 
er Loom Factory, 2 Oil Mills, 1 Machine Factory, 5 
Snuff Mills, 2 Plaster or Gypsum Mills, 3 Clover Mills, 
3 Bark Mills, 1 Mill forsawing stone, and about 40 un- 
improved mill seats. Employs about 1500 hands— 
Capita] invested about $2,000,000. 

There are about 60 schools, 25 places of Public Wor- 











| ship, 10 of which belong to the Quakers, and 4 to the 


Ep scopalians. ‘There are 6 Clergymen, 9 Lawyers, 
and 20 Physicians, 2 Newspapers are published in the 
County, 14 or 15 Post Offices, 5 or 6 Public Libraries, 
a Bank, an Atheneum, and a College recently esta- 
blished by the Haverford Association of Priends. 

53 Stores, and 44 Taverns in the County; a Court 
House, Public Offices ai.d Jail, and a House for the em- 
ployment of the Poor. 

The Farmers of Delaware county, are thrifty, hones, 
and well informed; the manufacturers are indefatigable 
persevering, and intelligent; and the mechanics are in 
dustrious, capable, and temperate.— Upland Union. 


AN ORDINANCE FOR ESTABLISHING AN EF- 
FECTIVE POLICE. 


Section 1. Be it ordained and enacted by the Citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, in Select and Common Councils 
assembled, That to provide more effectually for the 
security of the persons and property of the inhabitants 
of the City of Philadelphia, by a competent police, in- 
cluding a sufficient number of watchmen really suited 
to the purpose, agreeably to the second clause of the 
twenty-fourth article of the Will of the late Stephen 
Girard, the City of Philadelphia shall be divided, for 
the purpose of the police, into four principal divisions, 
as nearly equal as may be, having reference to territo- 
ry and population; and there shall be one captain of 
City police; and for each division there shall be ap- 
pointed a lieutenant of the City Police; and that the 
said lieutenants respectively shall have the command 
of all persons belonging to the police within their divi- 
sion, 

Section 2. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That each principal division 
shall be again divided, as equally as may be found con- 
venient, into three sections; and that for each section, 
there shall be appointed an inspector of police, who 
shall have the control of all the policemen and watch- 
men within his section, subject to the direction and 
supervisien of the proper lieutenant. 

Section 3. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, That there shall be appointed 
twenty-four policemen, for the preservation of the peace 
and faithful execution of the laws during the day and 
evening; and one hundred and twenty watchmen, who 
shall perform the duty of watching and lighting their 
respective sections, under the direction of the captain, 
lieutenants, and inspectors, as the mayor shall arrange 
and direct. 
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Section 4. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That the captain, and every 
lieutenant, inspector, policeman, and watchman, pro- 
vided for by this Ordinance, shall be appointed by the 
mayor of the City, and shall be removable at his plea- 
sure; that the said captain, lieutenants, inspectors, and 
policemen, shall be subject ut all times to the orders of 
the mayor, or in case of his absence or inab lity to act, 
to those of the recorder, or any alderman, acting for the 
mayor. 

Section 5. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, ‘hat the captain and every 
lieutenant, inspector, policeman and watchman, pro- 
vided for by this Ordinance, shall have all the powers 
anid authorities to maintain the public peace, which any 
constable of the City can have at common law, or by 
any act of assembly of this commonwealth, and also, 
shall have the powers and be liable to perform the du- 
ties which, by the common law, or by any act of assem- 
bly of this commonwealth, or by any Ordinance of the 
City, are now vested in, or required of the watchmen 
of the said City; and further, shall do and perform the 
several duties enumerated in the second section of the 
Ordinance, entit!ed, ‘‘ An Ordinance for the appoint- 
ment of a High Constable of the City of Philadelphia, 
and prescribing his duties,” (except so much thereof 
as relates to the regi-tering of chimney sweepers, ) sub- 
ject nevertheless, to the regulations fur the govern- 
ment of the police hereinafter provided for. 


Section 6. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That at a convenient point 
in each section, there shall be a suitable watch-house, 
under the care of the proper inspector, at which pri- 
soners may be received and detained, and where at 
proper times, the watchmen ofthe section shall be mus- 
tered and inspected, by the captain of the City police, 
or the lieutenant of the respective division. 


Section 7. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That the night watch, at all 
seasons of the year, shall commence at such hours as 
the mayor shall direct in the evening, and end with 
broad daylight inthe morning. That during the night 
watch, one half of the watchmen at least, shall be on 
duty upon each section, being relieved at such inter- 
vals as the regulations hereinafter provided for may 
direct: that no watchman while so on duty, shall leave 
his section, uuless in cases permitted by such regula- 
tions; that during such night watch all watchmen not 
on duty in their respective sections, shall, unless oth- 
erwise expressly ordered, remain at the station of the 
proper section, and shall be subject to perform such 
other duties as the regulations aforesaid may require, 
and that no temporary substitute for an absent watch- 
man shall in any case be allowed to perform this duty 
without leave of the mayor or captain of the city Po- 
lice. 


Section 8. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That two policemen shall 
be assigned to each section, whose services shall com- 
mence when the watchmen go off in the morning, and 
continue until they commence duty at night, and who 
shall, in their respective stations, preserve order, main- 
tain the peace,and render such assistance as the citizens 
may require—the details of which sérvice during the 
day and evening,shall be determined by the regulations 
hereinafter provided for. 


Section 9. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aferesaid, That it shall be the duty of 
the captain and of each lieutenant and inspector, to ex- 
ercise a constant supervision over the conduct of their 
respective policemen and watchmen, promp'ly and im- 
partially to report all dciinquencies, and from time to 
time to communicate to the mayor, such information re- 
specting the p:lice of the City, as he may require. 

Section 10. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of 


the captain and every lieutenant, inspector, policeman, 
and watchman, to devote such of his time to the public 
service, and in matters relating to that service, as the 
maycr may think necessary to require;—to be at the 
disposal of his proper superior at all hours of the day 
and night:—that they shall claim no fees or costs 
whatsoever,nor accept any gratuity from any individual 
whom they may arrest, or who may be subject to their 
power. 


Section 11. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of 
the mayor, as far as may be practicable and consistent 
with the public good, to supply all vacancies in the of- 
fices of inspector and lieutenant, by promoting those 
who have distinguished themselves by diligence, integ- 
rity, and skill, in an inferior grade. 

Section 12. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That the mayor of the City 
shall appoint a competent person to be clerk of police, 
who shall be removable at his pleasure, shall aid the 
mayor in carrying into effect the foregoing provisions, 
and shall also act as clerk to the mayor. 


Section 13. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of 
the mayor and recorder of the city, to divide the city 
into divisions, sections and beats according to the true 
intent and meaning of this Ordinance, to fix and pro- 
cure the necessary watch-houses and sections stations, 
to make regulations for the government of the police in 
the details of their duty, to designate their badges and 
insignia, and to direct the mode in which they shall at- 
tend to the lighting of the city; and, any suitable pro- 
perty, devised to the city, by the late Stephen Girard, 
or otherwise owned by it, may be appropriated as 
watch-houses, or sections stations, with the approbation 
of the commissioners of the Girard Estates. 

Section 14. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That the captain and lieu- 
tenants of the city police, shall perform the same duties 
in reference to the care and distribution of oil, for light- 
ing the city, as are now performed by the captain and 
lieutenant of the nightly watch. 

Section 15. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That the salary of the cap- 
tain of the city police shall be $50 per month—the sa- 
lary of each lieutenant, $40 per month;—the compen- 
sation of each inspector, $35 per month;—the compen- 
sation of each policeman $30 per month;—the compen- 
sation of each watchman, $28 per month;—and the sa- 
lary of the clerk of police, shall be $600 per year, pay- 
able monthly. 


Section 16. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That all fees or costs to 
which any individual of the police is or may be by law 
entitled, shall be received by the clerk of police, and 
shall be deposited in a suitable bank, under the direc- 
tions of the mayor,—and that the mayor be authorized, 
at such times as he shall decm proper, to divide the 
same among the several policemen and watchmen, who 
sha!l have distinguished themselves by their good con- 
duct. Provided, that the amount so given to any po- 
liceman or watchman, shall not exceed five dollars in 
any one month. 

Section 17, And be it further ordained and enacthd 
by the authority aforesaid, ‘hat the mayor be author. 
ized to appoint four additional policemen, who shall 
have the same powers and receive the same compensa- 
tion as are hereinbefore given to the regular police,and 
whose especial duty it shall be to attend at the mayor’s 
office, and perform such duties as he may require. 

Section 18. And be it further ordained and enacted 
by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the first 
day of January, 1834, the salaries of the officers and 
men, of two districts; that is, two lieutenants,six inspec- 
tors, twelve policemen, and sixty watchmen, shall be 
paid from the income of the residue of the Girard Es- 
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tates, and there shall be appropriated and set apart, | ces charged with a breach of their indentures, and a 
the sum of 27,960 dollars from the income of the fund room exclusively for debtors, there still exist the same 
provided and formed under the said twenty-fourth arti- | causes of complaint which have been repeatedly reiter- 
cle of the said Will, so iong as there shall so much re-! ated by former Grand Juries. They look with confi- 
main after providing for objects having a priority of dence however, for adequate remedies for these evils, 








claim under the said Will, towards meeting the expen- | 
diture caused by the carrying into effect the provisions 
of this ordinance, which sum shall be drawn from time | 
to time, as the said wages may become due, by an or- | 
der from the mayor of the city upon the treasurer of | 
the Girard Estates;—and the remainder of the salaries— 
that is, one captain, two lieutenants, six inspectors, six- 
teen policemen,sixty watchmen, and the clerk; togeth- | 
er with the rent of the section s‘ations, and other ex- | 
penses, shall be paid from the city treasury, in the 
tsual manner, 

Section 19. And be it further ordained and enacted | 
by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of | 
the City Commissioners, under the direction of ‘ the | 
Joint Standing Committee on Lighting and Watching,” | 
to make all the necessary arrangements and contracts | 
for the annual supply of oil, and to provide suitable | 
depositories therefor, with the proper means of pre- | 
venting leakage and waste and they shall provide for the | 
lighting and watching of the Market Houses, Public | 
Squares, City Hall and State House. 

Section 20. And be it further ordained and enacted | 
by the authority aforesaid, That this Ordinance shall | 
take effect, and go into operation, from and after the 
first day of January next;—and that from and after that | 
time, so much of any former Ordinance as provides for | 


| 
| 


the appointment and compensation of a captain and | 
lieutenant of the nightly watch—or for the appointment 
and compensation of watchmen for the City,—and the 
Ordinance passed the twenty-third day of December, 
1830, entitled, ‘* An Ordinance providing for the ap- | 
pointment of additional police officers by the mayor, 
and for other purposes,’’ together with all Ordinances | 
and parts of ordinances hereby supplied, be and the 
same are hereby repealed, 


Enacted into an Ordinance, in the city of Phila- 
delphia, this twenty-sixth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hun- | 
dred and thirty-three. 

HENRY TROTH, 
President of Common Council, 

J. R. INGERSOLL, 
President of the Select Council. 


Attest—Rosert Hane, Jr. Clerk of Common Coun- 
cil, 








PRESENTMENT OF THE GRAND JURY. 


In the Court of Quarter Sessions in the County of Phila- | 
delphia. 


December 16, 1833. 
The Grand Jury made the following presentment. 


To the Honourable the Judges of the Court of Quarter 
Sessions. 


The Grand Inquest for the County of Philadelphia, 
respectfully represent, 


That they have acted during the present session on 
126 bills, founded on accusations against individuals | 
for larcenies, fraudulent insolvency, riots, assault and 
batteries, tippling houses and misdemeanors. 


They have viewed and decided the scites for two 
bridges to be erected over Cobb’s Creek, the bounda- 
ry line between Kingsessing township in the said 
county, and Upper Darby township in the county of 
Delaware, the expenses attending the erection of 
which, to be equally borne by both counties. 


They have visited the Prisons on Walnut and Arch 
streets, and regret that in the latter, owing tothe want 
of separate apartments for the whites and blacks, a 
place to be appropriated for the reception of apprenti- 


when the new prison now erecting in Moyamensing 
township shall be completed, 


They visited the House of Refuge, and unite in the 


| merited eulogium it has received for the good order 


and discipline exhibited by its inmates, and the impor- 
tant advantages presented for their future happiness 
and welfare. 


The Grand Inquest further represent, that they con- 
sider the intimation of the President of the Court, given 
in his brief and excellent charge, that an act_of As- 
sembly was passed at the last session of the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania, excluding the Grand Juries of the 
counties of Philadelphia and Allegheny from visitations 
to their respective Penitentiaries, entitled to special no- 
tice. The unfortunate and guilty who, in consequence 


_ of violating the laws, are restrained of their liberty and 


doomed tu a prison, have rights; and an important duty 
of Grand Juries is, at stated periods, to visit their 
wretched abodes, protect them from oppression or im- 
proper or cruel treatment, and to witness the due but 
humane execution of the laws. By an act of Assembly, 
passed 1729, it is made the duty of the Judges of the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer and Quarter Sessions, ex- 


| pressly to give it in charge to the Grand Jury to inquire 


concerning certain matters to be performed by the jai- 


| lors or keepers of the prisons. This was a special direc- 


tion given to grand juries, anc could only be pursued 
by a personal visitation to their respective prisons, and 
was connected with the general and usual visitatorial 
powers with which they had been previously vested, 
Their duty requires them not only to inquire into the 
state and condition of prisoners, but also into the public 
safety, as regards the security of the prisoners them- 
selves. Suggestions no doubt in relation to the im- 
provement of prison discipline, have emanated from 
grend juries, and been productive of beneficial conse- 
quences. Is it a safe and wise policy to restrict grand 
juries from their heretofore accustomed and general 
visitations of Prisons? The public safety is an impor- 
tant object of their attention, and they are to inquire 
into any cause of danger to be apprehended from the 
escape or rescue of prisoners. It is an extraordinary 
circumstance in the act of Assembly, that the grand ju- 
ry of the.county of Philadelphia are prohibited from 
visiting the Eastern Penitentiary, while the right of 
the grand jury of the city of Philadelphia is retained. 


‘The Grand Jury would therefore, under the preced- 
ing circumstances, respectfully recommend to the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania a repeal of the above act of 
Assembly, so that the grand juries excluded from visit- 
ing their respective penitentiaries, may be reinstated in 
their former rights and privileges. 

RICHARD RENSHAW, Foreman. 

FRED’K BROWN, Secretary. 

ANTHONY RUFNER, 
JOS. GILLINGHAM, 
PROSPER MARTIN, 
GEO. W. GIBBONS, 
THOS. J. BAIRD, 
PETER KLINE, 
CHAS. J. SUTTON, 
AMOS PULMER, 
ROBT. EWING, 
JOSEPH MARFIN. 
EVAN W. THOMAS, jr. 
JOHN ASHBURNER, 
MOSES LANCASTER, 
JONATHAN J LUKENS, 
THOMAS CAVE. 


Philadelphia, Dec, 16th, 1833. 
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PHILADELPHIA EXCHAGE, 


PHILADELPHIA DISPENSARY. 
Awnvuat Report. 


Three thousand seven hundred and forty patients 
have been under care of this institution since last re- 
port, viz. 


Remaining from last year 
Admitted since that ttme 


9 
$731 
3740 
3471 
71 
91 
62 
45 
——3749 


Of whom the number recovered is 
Dead 
Relieved 
Irregular and uncertain 
Remaining under care 


— 
RECEIPTS, 


Balance from last year 

Annual contributions 

Interest on bonds and mortgages 

Ground rent 

Dividends on Stock 

House rent, including portions of 
income of real estate, bequeath- 
ed by James Wills 

United States 3 per cent. stock 
paid off 

Cash received from administrators 
of Dr. Charles Brown 

Balance due the Treasurer 


$ 35 31 
425 00 
564 00 
165 00 
274 50 


502 07 
581 O01 


250 00 
116 65 


$2913 54 


EXPENDITURES, 


House expenses 

Medicines 

Apothecaries’ salary 

Taxes and repairs 

Stationary 

Paid for two shares Bank of North 
America Stock 

Collector’s Commissions 


$51 13 
825 83 
#400 00 
126 92 
39 46 


945 00 
25 20 


$2913 54 

By the above statement it will be seen that the ma- 
nagers have expended for the relief of the sick poor, 
during this year, the sum of nineteen hundred and for- 
ty-three dollars; and they confidently believe in no oth- 
er way could a greater amount of good have been ef. 
fected by the same means, By this comparatively small 
sum, ina single year, alleviation and comfort have been 
brought home to nearly four thousand individuals. 

Apart, however, from its benevolent character, the 
Philadelphia Dispensary has other, and equally inte- 
resting claims to the attention and support of our citi- 
zens. 

It is well known to those at all conversant with sub- 
jects of this kind, that the Dispensary furnishes one of 
the best schools in this country for the examination and 
study ofdiseases, In the number and diversity of cases 
which it presents annually to the practitioner of medi- 
cine, it is only equalled in this city by the Philadelphia 
Almshouse, and in the nature of its cases, and by ena- 
bling each patient to be attended in the bosom of his 
own family, it has a decided advantage over that insti- 
tution. ‘The number of patients under care this year 
has not been so great by nearly four hundred as it was 
during the preceding one; this diminution, however, 
may be fairly attributed to the almost unexampled salu- 
brity of our city during that period. Notwithstanding 
the large number of persons who annually receive re- 
lief from the charity under their care, the managers are 
desirous that it should be more generally known, that, 


derived from the building. 


| JawvaRY 


| with little or no addition to their present establishment, 


a much greater number could be advantageously at- 


| ouded andes this view, therefore, they would re- 


spect*ully request their contributors as well as others 
when proper cases come within their observation to re- 
commend them to the Dispensary, and by their counsel 
assist them to lay hold of its proffered aid; for it would 
be a source of regret to this board, if there should be 
any suffering by-the poor for want of proper medical 
attention, while the doors of this institution stand al 
ways open to receive, and to succor such of their af- 
flicted fellow citizens us may be deserving of its cha- 
rity. 

Contributions to the Philadelphia Dispensary will be 
thankfully received, as heretofore, by its Treasurer, Col- 
man Fisher, Chesnut above Twelfth street, and by all 
the Managers. 

The Contributors are notified that an election will be 
held at the Dispensary for the purpose of choosing 
twelve managers on the 6th day of January next, be- 
tween the hours of 12 and 1 o’clock, 

WILLIAM WHITE, President. 

Caspar Wistar, Secretary. 


PHILADELPHIA EXCHANGE. 


At a general meeting of the Stockholders in the 
Philadelphia Exchange Company, held pursuant to the 
act of incorporation, the 2d inst. —the following report 
from the Board of Managers was read and unanimously 
accepted—- 

‘*That since the last meeting of the stockholders the 
work committed to their charge has been prosecuted 
steadily, and they believe with unexampled rapidity to 
its present forward state. 

The whole of the marble that will be required to 
complete the building is now upon the ground, and 
this as well as every other branch of the work is so far 
advanced as to warrant the board of managers in say- 

ling to the stockholders, that before the close of the 
present winter the whole edifice will be completely 
finished, 

After mature deliberation the board came to the re- 
solution to have the Exchange and reading rooms kept 

| by a competent agent for the benefit of the company, 
,and have selected Mr. Joseph M. Sanderson, as super- 


betanpenser at a salary of $1,500 per annum; they have 


also appointed a committee whose duty it will be to su- 


| perintend the fitting up of these rooms, as well as the 


' conduct of those having charge of them. 


| » The Post Office has been located in the buiiding and 


a lease executed by the Post Master General for a 
term of ten years. ‘The whole of the basement and se- 
cond stories are now rented,together with a part of the 


cellars and third story. The rents actually engaged 


amount to $9,800 per annum, and the apartments not 
yet rented are valued at about $1,500 per annum. This 
estimate does not include the revenue to be derived 
from the Exchange and reading rooms. What amount 
will be realized from this source cannot now be deter- 
mined, The board in all their calculations have set 
it down at from 3,000 to 4,000 dollars, a sum which 
they believe is under, rather than over the amount, 
that experience will prove to be correct, making in all 
a total revenue of about $15,000 which will probably be 


The amount of stock subscribed is $206,500 on 
which there has been paid $201,600 leaving due from 
stockholders $4,900. The parties in arrears have in 
most instances bills for materials or labour against the 
company which when liquidated will leave very small 
balances if any against them. 

The account herewith submitted exhibits the amount 


of receipts and expenditures up to the present time, 
including the amount borrowed from the Bank of 
Pennsylvania as hereinafter mentioned, and as the 
amount subscribed has been nearly all paid up and ex- 
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pended, a resort must be had to loans to enable the board churches. The Lutherans ¢ ontemplate erecting a large 
uf managers to complete the building; authority to mort- | place of public worship during the next summer, to be 
gage the property for this purpose having been given | built, we understand, of stones There is also, a Ro- 














vem 


by the stockholders at a meeting held on the 6th of , man Catholic Chapel of stone, situate about one quar. 


Dec. 1831. 


The original estimate of William Strickland, Esq. 


| ter of a mile east of the borough—making in all, when 
| the Lutheran Church is built, seven places of public 


architect, of the cost ot erecting the Exchange build- | worship in and near the borough. 


ing was $159,435, exclusive of the lot of ground which 


was $75,000, subject to annual ground rents of $1,370 | 
12-100 and the amount actually subscribed is $43,500 


—less than was contemplated. 
The board have already been compeiled to borrow 


$10,000 to carry on the work, which was obtained from 


the Bank of Pennsylvania, on a note signed by the 
President on behalf of the company and endorsed by 
two members of the board. From the best calculations 
the board are enabled to make, they believe that the 
entire cost of the building when finished will not ex- 
ceed the original estimate. 

Soon after the building was commenced a difficulty 
in relation to the privies became apparent tothe board. 


To construct them within the wallsof the building | wise, 
seemed to them very objectionable, and to avoid this 
they were compelled to place them on that portion of 


the ground, adjoining the property of Mr. Gowen, but 
experience soon proved this location to be not only ob- 
jectionable but entirely inadmissible, because of the im- 
mediate vicinity of the post office, to which all classes 
of our citizens female as well as male would be obliged 
to resort. The Board after great deliberation seeing 
they had no alternative determined upon the purchase 
of some lot of ground convenient to the Exchange that 
would afford room for the edifices in question. A re- 
solution authorizing such purchase was passed, and af- 
ter much difficulty the property No. 60 Walnut street 
was secured. It is situated directly opposite the Ex- 
change and is 17 feet in front on Walnut and Pear streets 
by 138 feet deep. The price paid was $9,000, sub- 
ject to a ground rent of $13 33-100 per annum, and 
although the Board considered the price paid a very 
exorbitant one at the time of purchase, yet they are 
now confident they will be able so to improve it as to 
derive a nett revenue of at least 6 percent, clear of taxes 
and ground rent, after reserving in the centre of the lot 
space sufficient for the purpose aforementioned, The 


house on the Pearstreet front, will,when repaired,make | 


a comfortable dwelling, and the board expect to rent it 
without difficulty for $300 per annum; on the Walnut 
street front they have ordered to be erected a two sto- 
ry brick building, with marble basement to be so fin- 
ished that each story may be rented separately, and 
applications for them have already been made. The 
board have no authority for the purchase and improve- 
ment of this property, and they respectfully ask the 
stockholders to sanction their acts in relation thereto. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


BUTLER. 
The editor of the Butler Sentinel in giving a statisti- 


= 
TRADE OF THE WEST. 


The Pittsburg Gazette of last Thursday, contains a 
| very interesting tabular statement of the number of 
| vessels entered and cleared at the port of Cleaveland, 
| Ohio, together with the value of imports and exports, 
foreign and domestic, from 1825 to 1833. 

We observe that, in 1825, the total tonnage arrived 


was, 7,310 
1833, 233,500 
1825, value of foreign imports, 60 
1833, 3,500 


825, value of merchandize exported coast- 


50,166 

1833, do. do, 1,794,000 

| 1825, do. imported, 132,645 
1833, do do. 4,700,000 


In 1825, one vessel arrived from, and departed to a 
foreign port. 
In 1833, the number was 1255. 
The total value of foreign exports is $250,000. The 
increase has been rapid but regular. 
| We subjoin the remarks of the Pittsburg Gazette, 
| upon the subject. They address themselves to Philadel- 


| phia Merchants, and we may add, Philadelphia Legis- 
| lators. 
| The enormous increase, both of the exports and im- 
| ports, must satisfy every person that the trade of the 
country along the Ohio canal, is already an object wor- 
| thy of the most strenuous exertions of this state. But 
| the present amount of this business, great as it is, is but 
/a trifle; an insignificant morsel, when compared to 
| what it will be twenty, ten, or even five years from 
| this time. The country, along that canal is but lately 
and sparsely settled, and must and will continue for 
| some years to increase with great rapidity; and the 
supply of domestic productions, as well as the demand 
for foreign productions, must continue to grow with the 
growth of the population. 
_ Again—the country along the Ohio canal, extensive 
/ as it undoubtedly is, is still but an inconsiderable por- 
tion, when compared with the immense region which 
is drained by the rivers which discharge themselves in- 
'to Lake Erie. Look, in the first place, at the Sandus- 
ky and Mad River Rail Road, which, when completed, 
| must direct to the Lake the products of the immense 
country through which it passes. Then behold the 
| Maumee and Wabash Canal, which is already in the 
| course of execution, which passes through a country 
equalling in extent, and surpassing in fertility, that 
along the Ohio Canal, and which will pour upon the 
bosom of Lake Erie the entire productions of that im- 
_mense and fertile region. Look, finally, at the thriving 


| 


cal account of his borough has the following paragraph: | and rapidly increasing territory of Michigan, whose on- 

Butler contains about one hundred and fifty houses, | ly avenue toa market is through Lake Erie. Take all 
many of which are large brick dwellings, all of which | these into view, with their certain increase in a few 
latter description have been erected within a few years | years, and we may have some adequate conception of 
past. Its public buildings, consist of a large and com- | the immense trade which will decidedly prefer the 


modious court house and the usual number of offices, route toa market through the cross cut and Pennsylva- 
of brick, and a jailand academy of stone. Butler pia Canal. 

contains five places of public worship, which belong | : 
to cer following denominations of nee to — NAVIGATION OF LAKE ERIE. 

eral Assembly, and 1 to Associate Reformed Presby- ; ie 

terians—1 Methodist Episcopal and 1 Protestant Epis- |_| W¢ have been politely favored with a letter from the 
copal churches. These buildings (with the exception | Collector of the customs of the port of Cleveland, writ- 
of the old Presbyterian church, which is built of stone) | f€® !" reply to another, inquiring at what time naviga- 
are built of brick, and are large and well finished. | tion is usually open in the spring at Cleveland and Buf- 
Four Sabbath schools have beer established by the | alo—From which we make the following extract: 


above denominations, which meet in their respective| «1 have to state that vessels depart from Buffalo for 
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Cleveland, as soon as the navigation will fossibly per- 
mit, in the spring of the year, as the Erie Canal is first 
open, -But it is not always, in the first opening of navi- 
gation from Detroit to this place, that navigation com- 
mences between that place and this. 

With these facts, and the following statement of arri- 
vals at this place, in the spring of each year, from 1829 
to 1333, from Detroit and Buffalo, taken from mani- 
fests on file, in this office, an opinion may be formed of 
the difference in the times of the opening of navigation 
at Buffalo, and at Cleveland. 


In the year 1829, the first arrival from Detroit at 
Cleveland, April 10. 
The first arrival from Buffalo at Cleveland, May 23. 

In the year 1830, the first arrival from Detroit at 
Cleveland, April 3. 
The first arrival from Buffalo at Cleveland, April 17. 
In the year 1831, the first arrival from Detroit at 
Cleveland, March 29. 
The first arrival from Buffalo at Cleveland, May 12. 
In the year 1832, the first arrival from Detroit at 
Cleveland, March 28, 
The first arrival from Buffalo at Cleveland, May 8. 
In the year 1833, the first arrival from Detroit at 
Cleveland, April 2. 
The first arrival from Buffalo at Cleveland, April 27. 


The time consumed by vessels, in their voyage from 
Buffalo to Cleveland, in the spring of the year, does 
not exceed three days, and the voyage from Detroit at 
that season, does not exceed two days,” 


Here, then, it appears that vessels arrived at Cleve- 
land, from Detroit, in 1831, six weeks and two days 
earlier than from Buffalo. That in 1830, the difference 
ef time was the least, being only fourteen days, and 
the average difference for the five years was thirty-four 
days. 

it is calculated that the trip from Pittsburg to Phila- 
delphia will.be made, in the spring, in eight or ten 
days—say nine, and allow five more from Cleveland to 
Pittsburg, by the cross cut canal, and the whole trip, 
from Cleveland to Philadelphia, would be performed 
in fourteen days; being just the least difference of time 
of the arrivals at Clevefand from Buffalo and Detroit. 
So that produce would reach Philadelphia, from De- 
troit, by the Pennsylvania Canal, on the same day that, 
under the most fuvoruble circumstances, and in the most 
favorable season, it could reach Buffalo. 

On the other hand, if you take the average of five 
years, viz: thirty-four days as the difference, vessels 
would have a free navigation from the upper end of 
Lake Erie to Cleveland for nineteen days, and, even 
after the expiration of that time, their cargoes could 
reach Philadelphia as soon as Buffalo. 

Indeed, in these thirty-four days of difference, pro- 
duce could be sent from Cleveland to Philadelphia, be 
there sold, merchandize be purchased, and sent to 
Cleveland, before Buffalo harbor would be accessible 
from above. 

This view of the matter must, we think, remove all 
doubt as to the result of the controversy between Phi- 
ladelphia and New York for the trade of Lake Erie. 

As to the trade of the country along the Ohio Canal, 
and which is not necessarily compelled to cross the Lake, 
the argument is still stronger, but at present we have 
not leisure or space to press it.— Pittsburg Gaz. 


REPORT 
From the Auditor General, accompanied with a report 
from the Commissioners of the Internal Improvement 
Fund. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Read December 4, 1833. 
In compliance with the provisions of the first section of 


AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT, 


JANUARY 


the act of Ist April, 1826, and the 2d section of the act 
of 4th April, 1851, the Commissioners of the Internal Im- 
provement fund respectfully submit the following report : 

On the Ist Nov. 1832, as appears by their last report, 
the sum of $598,680 of the loan per act of 30th March, 
1832, had not been received. This sum, together with 
$135,897 and 16 cents, of the same loan, which had been 
applied to the payment of interest on Ist August, 1832, 
and which was required to be repaid by the act of 11th 
June, 1832, to be applied to canal purposes: the part re- 
ceived of loan per act of 16th February, 1833, amounting 
to $1,311,307; the loan of $530,000, per act of 27th 
March, 1833; and the temporary loan of $100,000, author- 
ized by the last mentioned act, constitute the sum total of 
the funds placed in the hands of the commissioners, ap- 
plicable to the construction of canals and rail roads, re- 
pairs of the same, and the payment of damages, from the 
first Nov. 1832, to 3ist Oct. 1833, as will appear by the 
following statements : 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance of loan per act 
of 30th March, 1832, 

Part of do. refunded by 
the commissioners, be- 
ing the sum advanced 
for the payment of in- 
terest on lst August, 
1832, 


598,680 


135,897 16 

————— $734,577 16 

Amount received of loan 
per act of 16th Feb, 
1833, 

Loan per act of 27th 
March, 1833, 

Temporary loan per do. 


1,311,307 


530,000 
100,000 
$2,675,884 16 
Se 

PAYMENTS. 
Treasurer of the Board of Canal Com- 
missioners, 
Repaid temporary loan per act of 27th 
March, 1833, 


~ 2,575,884 16 


100,000 
———————————— 
$2,675,884 16 
The payments to the Treasurer of the 

Board of Canal Commissioners were 
made as follows: 
Of loan per act of 30th 
March, 1832, 
Amount refunded of do. 


598,680 
135,807 16 


—— $734,577 16 
Of loan per act of 16th 


Feb. 1833, 1,311,307 


Amount paid for construction, $2,045,884 16 


Part of loan per act of 27th 
March, 1833, 
Temporary loan per do. 


430,000 
100,000 


Amount paid for repairs and 
damages, 


530,000 


530,000 
$2,575,884 16 
————— 
The following statement exhibits the 

amount of appropriations, and the 

manner in which they have been 

complied with : 
Balance of the appropriation 

of loan per act of 30th March, 

1832, 598,680 
Amount refunded of do. 135,897 16 


—— 


$734,577 16 
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Appropriated for construction per act 
of 16th Feb. 1833, 


Appropriated for repairs and damages, 
per act of 27th March, 1853, 


_ ‘Total appropriations, 


Amount paid to the 

Treasurer of the Ca- 

nal Commissioners, 2,575,884 16 
Balance of loan per act 

of 16th Feb. 1833, yet 


to be received, 1,229,354 44 








The several loans which the commis- 
sioners were authorized to receive 
have been applied as follows: 

Balance of loan per act 
of March 30, 1833, as 
stated in last report, 598,680 

Amount of do. refunded, 135,897 16 








Paid to the Treasurer of the Board of 
Canal Commissioners as stated 
above, 


Amount of loan author- 
ized per act of Feb. 
16th, 1833, 

Balance of do. yet to 
be received, 


2,540,661 44 


1,229,354 44 








Paid to the Treasurer of the Board of 
Canal Commissioners, as_ stated 
above, 

Amount of loan per act of March 27th, 
1833, 

Paid to the Treasurer of 
the Board of Canal 
Commissioners, as 
stated above, 430,000 

Paid temporary !oan per 
act of March 27th, 

1833, 100,000 


Amount of temporary loan per act of 
27th March, 1833, 

Paid to the Treasurer of the Board of 
Canal Commissioners as stated above, 


2,540,661 44 








$3,275,238 60 
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terest on Ist Nov. 

1832, 192,511 60 
Balance for payment of 

toll collectors and 








lock keepers, 1,121 50 
530,000 — 193,633 10 
$3,805,238 60 $949,077 11 
| PAYMENTS. 
Interest on loan of 1826, $ 15,000 
‘< ‘ 1827, 50,000 
‘¢ March, 1828, 100,000 
«© December, 1828, 40,000 
$3,805,238 60 «© April, 1829, 110,000 
_—— ‘© December, 1829, 10,125 
‘6 6 1830, 200,000 


734,577 16 


734,577 16 


1,311,307 : 


$1,311,307 


530,000 


530,000 


100,000 
$100,000 


89 Rak eee ae 


. From the foregoing it appears, that the commissioners 
have yet to receive $1,229,354 and 44 cts. of the loan, 
per act of 16th Feb. 1833, which is the only fund at their 
disposal applicable to the construction of canals and rail 
roads. 

The transactions of the commissioners relative to the 
fund for the payment of interest will appear by the fol- 
lowing statement : 


‘¢ QistMarch, 1831, 324,158 10 
< 30th ¢§ 1831, 15,000 


ss 30th (&8 1832, 97,677 12 
‘¢ Sth April, 1832, 11,373 30 
‘¢ 16th Feb. 1653, .< 5,567 78 
‘¢ 27thMarch, 1853, 2,500 

‘© Temporary do. 888 12 


Repaid to the canal fund the amount 
advanced for the payment of inte- 
rest on Ist August, 1852, 

Paid to collectors of toll and lock 


keepers, 30,660 56 
Balance on hand on Ist Noy. 1833, 229 9F 


135,897 16 





$949,077 11 





en Reema or 
| On the Ist of Nov. 1832. the commissioners had on 
| hand for payment of the salaries of collectors of toll and 
| lock keepers, the sum of $1,121 and 50 cents, as appears 
| by their last report. ‘This sum has been applied to its in- 

tended object. The balance of the above sum of $30,660 

and 56 cents, was taken from canal tolls, agreeably to the 

directions of the resolutions of the Legislature of 18th 
| Jan., and 6th of April last. 

The commissioners have formed an estimate of the pro- 
bable condition of the State Treasury, on 1st February 
and Ist of August next, from which it would appear that 
a balance will remain, at the first period, of $371,944 and 
66 cents, and at the latter of $397,228 and 27 cents, after 
the payment of all demands on the Treasury. In this cal- 
culation they have not taken into consideration the reim- 
bursement of $380,000 that portion of the loan per act of 
the 30th March, 1824, which becomes due on the Ist May, 
1834, but if the balance on Ist February next, as exhibit- 
ed by the subjoined estimate, should happen to be nearly cor- 
rect, the increase of revenue over expenditures, between 
that period and the time when the portion of said loan 
must be redeemed, will make the condition of the Treasury 
fully adequate to meet the redemption. All estimates, 
| however, from their nature, must be speculative, and not 

to be depended on to meet a certainty. Prudence would, 
therefore, dictate that some provision should be made, in 
case the Treasury be deficient to meet the re-imbursement 
of said loan on Ist May next. 

The amount of canal tolls, for the present financial 


RECEIPTS. year, is estimated at $500,000. From the natural increase 
Auction duties, $134,631 81)| of this species of revenue, this sum is confidently anti- 
Premiums on loans, 248,463 12) cipated; but should any extraordinary aceidents occur, the 
Dividends on bridge, navigation, and estimate must consequently be redaced : therefore, the ne- 

turnpike stock, 24,975 20) cessity of guarding against contingencies. 

Collateral inheritances, 153,788 41 The following is the estimate: Ba- 
Escheats, 1,742 99 | lance inthe State Treasury, on Ist No- 
Canal tolls, 89,360 73 vember, 1833, 367,423 30 
Increase of county rates and levies, 61,069 73) Add probable excess of revenue over 


Tax on personal property, 41,412 02 


$755,444 01 
Balance on hand for 


the payment of in- 


expenditures, for Nov. and Decem- 

ber, 1835, and January, 1834, 500,000 
Estimate of balance on Sist Jan. 1854, $867,423 30 
Interest on canal loans, 


*: 
¢ 





1G 


payable on Ist Feb. 
1834, estimated, 445,346 11 


To meet this payment, 
take the balance in 
fund on lst November, 
1833, 

Take out of the Treasury, 
including pledged reve- 
nue, 


229 97 


445,116 14 
445,346 11 
Amount to be taken out of the Trea- 
sury as above, 445,116 14 
$422,307 16 
Deduct interest payable out of the 
Treasury on the loans of 1821, 
1824, 1825, loans from certain 
banks per act of Ist April, 1826, 
and loan to the Union Canal Com- 
pany, per act of lst March, 1833, 50,362 50 
Estimated balance in the Treasury on 
Ist February, 1854, 
Add probable excess of revenue over 
expenditures for February, March, 
April, May, June, and July, 1834, 


371,944 66 | 


550,000 


Estimated balance on 31st July, 1834, 
Interest on canal loans, 
payable on Ist of Aug. 
1834, estimated, 471,358 89 
To meet this payment 
take out of the Treasu- 
ry, including pledged re- 
venue, 


921,944 66 


471,353 89 
— 471,353 89 
450,590 77 | 
Interest payable out of the Treasury 
on the loans above mentioned, and 
on the loan to the Eastern Peniten- 
tiary, per act of 28th March, 1831, 53,362 50 | 
$397,228 27 
cements 
If any loans should be authorized during the present ses- | 
sion, premiums will, no doubt, be obtained more that suffi- 
cient to pay the interest which may accrue during the pe- | 
riod which this estimate embraces, and very probably will 
operate to place the Treasury in a better condition than | 


Estimated balance on Ist Aug. 1834, 


the above calculation. All of which is respectfully submit- | 


ted. 
SAMUEL M’KEAN, 
DANIEL STURGEON, 
ALEXANDER MAHON, 
Commissioners of the Internal Improvement Fund. 
Harrisburg December 3, 1833. 


GREAT PUBLIC MEETING. 


A very numerous meeting of the Citizens of the City 
and County of Philadelphia, was held Tuesday after- 
noon in the State House Yard. 

The meeting was organized on motion of Nathan 
Bunker, Fsq. by calling 

Major General Roserr Parrerson to the Chair. 

Bens. W. Ricwarps, Esq. and Col, Joszra S. Rirer, 
Vice Presidents. 

Zhos, Reeves, Jr. and Col. W. P. Smith, Secreta- 
res, 

General Patterson after having read the call, explain- 
ed the objects of the meeting in a brief speech. 

The following preamble and resolutions were then 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


(JawuaRr 


offered by Robert Waln, Esq. and unanimously adopt- 


ed. 

Whereas, after a long series of years of almost un- 
exampled prosperity, there has fallen upon this com- 
munity, within the brief period of a few months a most 
unexpected derangement of its monied concerns, and 
a pressure upon its monied resources, which bas alrea- 
dy produced great disorder and suffering, and which 
threatens to prostrate the whole productive industry of 
the country, Be it therefore 

Resolved, That the Congress of the United States 
be respectfully requested to take such immediate mea- 
sures for the relief of their suffering fellow citizens, as 
may, in their wisdom appear best calculated to miti- 
gate the present distress, and avert the greater calami- 
ties which seem to be rapidly approaching. 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Pennsylvania be 
earnestly requested to unite their endeavours to obtain 
from the Congress of the United States, the adoption of 
such measures as may relieve the present embarrass- 
ments of the citizens of Pennsylvania, and prevent the 
delay, or the abandonment of the works now in pro- 
gress, for the promotion of the great interests of this 
commonwealth. 

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions, signed by the officers of this meeting, 
be transmitted to the President of the United States, 
and to the Governor of this State, and also to the Pres- 
ident of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, to be 
laid before their respective bodies. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be published in 
the city papers, and the editors of newspapers gener- 
ally, throughout the State, be requested to copy the 
same. 

ROBERT PATTERSON, President. 
Benzyamin W. Ric#arps, 
Joseru §. River, 
Thomas Reeves, 
Wim. P. Smith, 


Vice Presidents. 


Secretaries. 


From the Pennsylvania Forester. 


A Cuattence.—Facts are stubborn things—let the 
inhabitants of the old settled countries look at this:—~- 

In the fall of the year 1830, a man with a large fami- 
ly of children, moved into the southern part of Potter 
county—as he had no money he bought 150 acres of 
land on credit, and borrowed from a friend of his a sum 
of money merely sufficient to pay the expense of 
bringing his family thither. He went to work in the 
woods, far from any other habitation, and now in the 
fallof 1833, (only three years,) he has erected a log 
house and barn, and has 22 acres of land cleared, fenc- 
ed and under good cultivation; and has five acres more 
chopped, and nearly ready to farm. He has six head 
of cattle, a parcel of hogs, chickens, &c. and has corn 
enough to keep them till next harvest. He has paid 
for his 150 acres of land, and returned the money he 
borrowed as above mentioned, and is preparing to erect 
a grist mill on his land. His land improvements at 
present are believed to be worth at least $1000. We 
now challenge our brother Editors in all the thickly 
settled counties of this State, to show another situation 
where a poor man can do as well as in Potter or M’Kean 
counties, 

Macca Cuaunx, December 28. 

Weatuer.—We have had alternately considerable 
snow, rain, and cold weather, lately, and we hear of 
excellent sleighing all around us. Indeed, the sleigh 
bells have been merrily gingling along our streets al- 
most every day during the past week, although the 
snow in this place has been scarcely sufficient for an 
apology for sleighing. We understand, however, that 
the snow is from two to three feet deep on the moun- 
tains not many miles distant. 
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